OFFICE OF

Northwestern | HUMAN RESOURCES

32 (actually) interesting networking questions you could ask instead
From: Sabrina Ali - http://makebelieveforreal.com/32-interesting-networking-questions/

1. What inspired you to get into the work that you're doing?

2. What’s the most memorable compliment you’ve ever received for your work? What made it so
memorable?

3. What do you want it to say on your tombstone (alternatively: What do you want to be remembered
for?) + What do you do each day to support this personal legacy in the making?

4. What do you think you need to take your career to the next level? (If you have something in mind that
could help, offer).

5. If you could have dinner with anyone — dead or alive, real or imagined, who would it be and why?

6. Do you have a morning ritual?

7. When was the last time you amazed yourself?

8. When was the last time someone amazed you? What did they do?

9. If you could sit down with your 15-year-old self, what advice would you offer that you could actually
hear + use? BTW — you’re not allowed to write yourself off as unreachable or rebellious or arrogantly

deaf. We're talking about you meeting you to help pave the way for your future.

10. What’s something you want to accomplish before this year is over? (If you can think of a way to help,
offer).

11. Even though you are a [insert job title] what do you consider to be your
expertise? And is that because of training, real life experience or a combination of both?

12. Did a teacher change your life? How?
13. What are your strategies for dealing with criticism?

14. If someone wanted to recognize you so that you knew that you were doing a great job, what would
be a meaningful way to do that?



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Where and when do your best ideas come to you?

Have you ever met someone whose work you truly admired? What happened?

How do you celebrate your successes?

What influenced your career choice + approach the most?

What's the best piece of advice you’ve ever received to apply to your career?

What's the worst piece of advice you ever got about your career?

When you need support for decision-making in your career, who do you go to or what do you do?
If there was such a thing as a career fairy godmother, what would you wish for?

If you taught a course on how to be a success in your career, who would you invite to guest lecture?
Is there a quote or person that you keep in mind and aspire to in your career approach?

If you were to give a class, what would you love to talk about and what would be required reading?
What do you do or value outside of work that contributes to when you are at work?

What do you think of the concept of work-life balance? And how does it apply or not to your life?

When you were little, what did you want to be when you grew up? And what skills from those

aspirations apply to what you do now?

29.

What does your family think of what you do for work? Or maybe more accurately, what do they

think you do for work?

30.

31.

32.

In your career, what do you want to pass on as your legacy to future generations?
What are you thinking about the most when you wake up each day?

Right now, in terms of growing your business (or your career), what’s the highest leverage challenge

you’re facing? (If you know of something that could help, offer it. With a generous spirit).

And don’t be shy about asking yourself these questions as part of creating your own career fairy tale
come true. Get to know yourself better: Journal the answers to yourself because | bet you don’t even
know what you’d say for certain.
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